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Prym e RD-78 VHF/UHF Dual B and Antenna: Sho rt Circ u it Pro blem  W arning 
 
Users o f this antenna sho u ld be aw are that a po tential sho rt c irc u it exists w ithin the 
c o nnec to r and lo ading c o il o f the unit. Figure 1  illu strates the pro blem : The m anu fac turer 
has inc luded a bare c opper lo ading c o il in the base o f the antenna. W hen the antenna is in 
use, there is eno u gh play in the assem bly fo r it to  to u c h the sides o f the c o nnec to r. This w ill 
resu lt in an interm ittent sho rt being presented to  the transceiver. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1 : The lo ading c o il is uninsu lated and can sh o rt against the B NC c o nnec to r bo dy, 
resu lting in po ssible dam age to  a radio  in transm it. 

 
 
 
To c o rrec t the pro blem , unscrew  the plastic bo o t (at left in the figure abo ve). Yo u  m ay need 
to  gently grasp the B NC c o nnec to r inner shield w ith needle no se to  u nthread the bo o t.  
There m ay be a sm all am o u nt o f glue o n the threads. Rem o ve the lo ading c o il assem bly, as 
sho w n in Figure 2 . 



 
 
 

 
 

Figure 2 : Add insu lating m aterial o ver the lo ading c o il to  prevent future sho rts. 
 
 
Apply heatshrink tubing (o r any o ther su itable insu lating m aterial) o ver the lo ading c o il, 
being carefu l to  no t bend the c o il itself (o r sh o rt its turns to gether).  Inspect the tw o  so lder 
jo ints to  m ake sure they’re OK; the unit abo ve had tw o  c o ld so lder jo ints. Finally, reassem ble 
the antenna, and verify c o rrec t perfo rm ance o f the unit.  
 


