UNIX Commands for DOS Nerds

The MS-DOS operating system is by no mistake quite similar to UNIX in its command structure.
A few of the command names have been changed to protect the innocent.

A MSDOS - UNIX Dictionary

NOTE: UNIX is case-sensitive. All UNIX commands should be entered in lowercase unless
otherwise noted.

MS-DOS Command UNIX Equivalent Command
cd cd
copy cp
date date
del et e rm
dir s
echo echo
nd or nkdir nkdi r
rd or rndir rodir
ren or renane nmv
type cat

UNIX Filename Conventions
UNIX filenames follow the same conventions as those for MS-DOS. ? and * are still wildcards.

The filename extension can be up to four characters long, rather than the three allowed in MS-
DOS. The directory structure and naming is identical to that of MS-DOS.

UNIX Command Details

Command Example Use
cd cd \ Changes to root directory
cd momChanges to directory “nonf
cd .. Changes to parent directory
cp cp jimhtmjohn. htm

”

Copies “jimhtnf to “john. htm
leaving “jimhtni intact. Two
files now have the sane data.

dat e dat e Shows system date
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Command

rm

echo

nkdi r

rodir

cat

Example Use

rmjimhtm Rermoves “jimhtnf from disk.
rmjim?* Renoves every file starting
with “jinf fromdirectory.

I's Shows all files in current
directory. Shows fil enanmes only.

l's -1 Shows all files, but in “long”
form This gives conplete infor-
mati on about each file, including
filesize and date created.

Is -1 *.htm Shows all files with the exten-
sion “. htnf

echo “Now starting mail daenon...”

Echoes text to output device.
More powerful than DOS echo, as
vari abl es can be echoed too.

nkdi r web Creates a subdirectory called
“V\Eb_ ”

rdir web Renoves t he subdirectory called
“web.” Subdirectory should be
enpty before issuing “rndir.”

nv jimhtm hel en. htm

“Moves” jimhtmto helen.htm In
this case, what has actually hap-
pened is that “jimhtnf has been
RENAMED to “helen. htm”

n/ jimhtmweb\jimhtm

In this case, the file is
actually MOVED to a new |l ocati on;
specifically, to the subdirectory
called “web.” Contrast this to a
COPY operation: The original

file is no longer in the current
directory!

cat jimhtm
Types “jimhtnf to the screen,
just like a “type” command in
DCS.
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UNIX Commands with no MS-DOS Equivalents

UNl X is a multi-user environnent, unlike DOS (except for those in our audience with
mul tiple personality disorder). UNI X also has a wide variety of useful conmmunications

tools for connecting with other systems, and exchanging files and viruses.

UNIX Command

Purpose

chnod

Change fil e node

chront ab Set up tinme-table for automatic process
execution

df Show how nmuch di sk space is free

du Show di sk space usage

find <fil enane>

Locate a file

finger <usernane>

Show i nformati on on a user

ftp <host nanme>

Transfer files between conputers

kill <process #>

End anot her process

man <cnd>

Onli ne MANual for <cnd>

ni ce <prograne

Run process at low priority

nohup <progranp

Run programin background after | ogout

pi ng <host nane>

Check on availability of renote host

ps

CGet process status

rl ogi n <host nane>

Renote [ogin to another UN X system

t el net <host nane>

Renote login to any systemusing IP

vi <fil enane>

Visual Editor (See “vi conmands”)

who

See who is online

These characters and sequences have special significance in UNIX. The symbol » means

“control.”

UNIX Special Characters

Character or Sequence

Meaning

NC

Interrupt foreground process

"D

Logout or mark end-of-file / end-of-input

Kill line, start over

Statenent termnator - use for nultiple
commands in one line.

Run command i n background

Redi rect program out put

Redi rect program i nput

Pi pe (Qutput of one programto input of next)

Redi rect STDERR of program

Wl dcards for file name specification

I ntroduce/term nate character class
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UNIX Visual Editor (*VI7)

“VMI” is a text editor available on nost UNI X systenms. It is a line-oriented full-
screen-display utility designed to be accessed froma wi de variety of computer
platforms. There are several principles upon which “VI” operates:

» The default “VI” mode is COMMAND mode. In order to insert text, the letter “i” must be
typed.

Upper and lower case letters are different commands and must be watched closely.

To get into command mode from text insertion mode, press [ESC].

Some commands are single letters; these are executed immediately after they are entered.
Other commands are typed as a line of text, just like in the UNIX shell. These commands
start with the “:” character. Type “:” in command mode to begin entering one of these
commands, and press [RETURN] at the end of the command line.

» " means a CONTROL character

VVVYYV

Controlling “V1”

Command Action

' q Quit when no changes have been nmade

1 q! Quit and abandon any changes

T Wg Wite new text file and quit

W Wite new file, remain within “VI”

»set all Show possi ble “set” command |i st

: set shownode Forces “VI” to always display the editing
node in LRH corner of screen

Cursor Movement and Screen Management Commands

Command Action

AL “Repai nt” screen

"G Show current |ine nunber

A Go to beginning of current |ine

$ Go to end of current line

H Go to beginning of top Iine on screen
L Go to beginning of bottom!line on screen
] » [RETURN, + Move down one |ine on screen

k , - Move up one line on screen

"B Go back one screenfu

G Go to end of file

"D Down 1/2 screen

N Up 1/2 screen

#G Goto |ine nunber #
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Text Insertion and Deletion

Command Action

[ Insert text at current cursor position

I Insert text at start of current |ine

O Insert new line before current |ine

X Del ete one character at cursor position

dd Del ete an entire |line

Y Yank entire line into copy buffer

p Put buffer text at current cursor position
Search Commands

Command Action

/pattern Searches for “pattern” in a forward direction

starting at current cursor position
?pattern Searches for “pattern” in reverse direction

starting at current cursor position

® There are many other “VI1” commands available - consult the “VI” documentation (MAN
command) for more details.
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